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Disclosure 
(who am I and who I am notȣ)



The Narratives
ÅThere has been enough harm in this country  
from opioids and other addictions that a 
change in the way we  think about acute 
(dental) pain and about addiction and how to 
manage them will happen.

ÅThe dental profession can either be part of the 
change or will be outdated and on the other side of 
history.

ÅWhile there are many factors that may have led 
to this opioid epidemic, dentists and physicians 
played an important role  through 
ȰÏÖÅÒÐÒÅÓÃÒÉÂÉÎÇȱȢ 7Å ÍÕÓÔ  Ï×Å ÏÕÒ ÐÁÓÔȟ ÁÎÄ 
move forward to be part of the solution. We owe 
it to our patients, to our profession and to our 
country. It can be done and ought to be done





Objectives/ Goals



The Need for A Change
Reason I: 

Public Sentiment



Is the Public Ready for a Changed Approach to Pain 
Management? 









In Dentistry





The Need for A Change
Reason II: The Casualties



Every day: 143 
casualties

Every three weeks: 3000 casualties

Ȱ7ÉÔÈ ÁÐÐÒÏØÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ 143 Americans dying every day from 
drug overdose , every three weeks America is enduring a 
ÄÅÁÔÈ ÔÏÌÌ ÅÑÕÁÌ ÔÏ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ΧΧÔÈȢȱ The President Commissionon 

Combating Drug Addiction and Opioid Epidemicreport, July 2017

Casualties of Drug Overdose in the US in Perspectives

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjjmsmaw4zXAhVFKyYKHVqZCC4QjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motives_for_the_September_11_attacks&psig=AOvVaw1o8ha7AoywoIjadXeeSRxy&ust=1509046689811526


In perspective (2016): 
�´ Us deaths the Vietnam 

War (10 years) 58,220

�´ US deaths in Iraq War 
(12 years): 4,486 

�´ US deaths in 
Afghanistan: War 2,345 


